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TAX BREAKS FOR GREEN BUILDINGS IS WELCOMED BY ASBEC
The Gillard Government’s election commitment to tax breaks for green buildings has been welcomed by Australia’s sustainable building peak body.

The President of the Australian Sustainable Building Environment Council (ASBEC), the Hon. Tom Roper said that “this new billion dollar incentive for building owners will see green retrofits for commercial buildings be implemented across the country.”

“Buildings will become more energy efficient, reduce their greenhouse gas emissions, boost green jobs and make them more comfortable and healthy for the workforce.”

He said that ASBEC’s recently released “Second Plank Update”argued strongly for accelerated green depreciation, a white certificate scheme and direct Government assistance.

“The work by our consultants, Allens Consulting Group, demonstrated that more than 46Mt of CO2 emissions could be cut through building efficiency  alone – the biggest and speediest cut available.”

“The timing of the scheme’s introduction, July 1 2011, would allow building owners and industry to gear up for the best and more valuable projects. It will also boost green employment over the next decade.”

Mr Roper said that ASBEC and its members looked forward to accepting the Prime Minister’s offer of consultation to make sure it was the best scheme possible.    
Contact: 
Tom Roper (mob: 0407 060 328)
The Australian Sustainable Built Environment Council (ASBEC) is the peak body of key organisations that are committed to a sustainable built environment in Australia. ASBEC members consist of industry and professional organisations, non-government organisations and government observers who are involved in the planning, design, delivery and operation of our built environment and are concerned with the social and environmental impacts of this sector. Recent reports include the “Cities for the Future:  Transport Baseline Emissions” report and the “Second Plank Update” that provides an economic analysis of the potential role the building sector can play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions through additional energy efficiency measures.


